a b s t r a c t Our brain constantly receives tactile information from the body's surface. We often only become aware of this information when directing our attention towards the body. Here, we report a study investigating the behavioural and neural response when selecting a target amongst distractor vibrations presented simultaneously to several locations either across the hands or body. Comparable visual search studies have revealed the N2pc as the neural correlate of visual selective attention. Analogously, we describe an enhanced negativity contralateral to the tactile target side. This effect is strongest over somatosensory areas and lasts approximately 200 ms from the onset of the somatosensory N140 ERP component. Based on these characteristics we named this electrophysiological signature of attentional tactile target selection during tactile search the N140-central-contralateral (N140cc). Furthermore, we present supporting evince that the N140cc reflects attentional enhancement of target rather than suppression of distractor locations; the component was not reliably altered by distractor but rather by target location changes. Taken together, our findings present a novel electrophysiological marker of tactile search and show how attentional selection of touch operates by mainly enhancing task relevant locations within the somatosensory homunculus.
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Introduction
Attention mechanisms allow our brain to prioritise information from the incoming stream(s) of sensory information (e.g. Carrasco, 2011 for review). Visual search tasks are a popular tool to study the selection of information from multiple simultaneous inputs on a behavioural as well as a neural level (see Eimer, 2014 for review). Event-related potentials (ERPs) allow studying neural processes over time and have been successfully employing in visual search tasks revealing the functional and temporal organisation of visual spatial attention mechanisms. In particular, the N2pc (N2-posterior-contralateral) component was identified when visual attention is focused on one item amongst one or more simultaneously presented distractor items. The N2pc reflects the focusing of attention on a visual target amongst distractors (Luck and Hillyard, 1994) and neuroimaging studies have identified the locus of this modulation in visual extrastriate areas (e.g., Hopf et al., 2000) . Studies investigating the N2pc revealed diverse aspects of visual spatial attention including attentional capture, top-down and bottom-up influences on attentional selection and the timing of attentional allocation (see Luck, 2011; Eimer, 2014 for reviews).
The N2pc is stronger negative amplitude over the hemisphere contralateral to the visual field containing the target compared to the ipsilateral hemisphere at parietal-occipital electrode sites (e.g. Eimer, 1996) . This lateralized ERP component is typically present after the visual N2 component, around 220 ms post target onset. The N2pc has been suggested to reflect distractor suppression increasing the number of distractors correlates with a larger N2pc and longer response times (Luck et al., 1997) while it was absent when no simultaneous distractors are present with the targets (Luck and Hillyard, 1994) . On the contrary, other research found no influence of the amount of distractors on the N2pc (Eimer, 1996) , suggesting the N2pc is an index of target enhancement rather than distractor suppression (Hickey et al., 2006; Mazza et al., 2009 ). More recently an analogous component, the N2ac (N2-anteriorcontralateral) has been observed when selecting an auditory target amongst distractors with an enhanced contralateral negativity at anterior electrode sites a similar but modality specific mechanism when searching an auditory scene (Gamble and Luck, 2011; Gamble and Woldorff, 2014 
